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God uses “context” to speak to us. Context refers to things like our culture, our specific language 
and communication styles, our social setting, our time and place in history, our traditions, our shared 
experiences, etc. For God’s message to make sense to us, it must make sense within a given 
context. God has specific messages to our generation, messages that would only make sense to us 
in the context of a pandemic. 
What is God saying to you? 
 
 
 
Encouragement. Use this time to embed your life into the life of Jesus. 
What images come to mind when you think of the word “embed?” 
 
John 15:1-8, NIV.  “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me 
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more 
fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also 
remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit 
unless you remain in me. “I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you 
will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a 
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. 
If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 
This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples. 
 

God is the Father is the Gardener 
God the Son is the True Vine 

We are the branches 
 

Pruning. The removal of plant material to achieve the goal of maximum fruit. Pruning usually 
happens during a season of rest. A properly pruned grape has 80-90 percent of the growth is 
removed. 
 
Rhythms. There are rhythms that swing us from our rest, to our growth periods; there’s times of 
bearing fruit, pruning, and rest again. 
How is your rest-work rhythms? 
 
 
Resting, abiding, remaining in Jesus. Jesus doesn’t say “work crazy hard; push in your own 
strength and if “somehow” you bear fruit, you’ll achieve and remain.” Resting in Jesus yields a fruitful 
work life. An abiding life in Jesus will be a fruitful, productive life.  
 
God uses things in our life and context to get our attention. The Gardener will prune what is 
needed—and sometimes it’s painful, but it’s so we can be healthy. Healthy branches bear fruit. 
 
In this season of life: 

• Awaken to your gospel identity 
• Accept the opportunities and challenges we now have 
• Adopt kingdom of God DNA 

*Check out this video on pruning grape vines: https://youtu.be/VE5Aw9Wn5F4 


